Fish melanin-concentrating hormone disperses melanin in amphibian melanophores.
Melanin-concentrating hormone (MCH), which was isolated from salmon pituitary and caused melanin concentration in fish scale melanophores, has been tested on cultured chromatophores of an amphibian, the bullfrog tadpole. MCH induced dispersion of melanin in cultured melanophores of the tadpole. The duration of the dispersing effect of MCH was relatively short compared with that of alpha-melanocyte-stimulating hormone (alpha-MSH). MCH also induced the concentration of cultured iridophores of bullfrog tadpole.